‘Design ametro with next 50 years in mind’
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Sreedharan, 81, emerged
Eout of his hotel room on

Race Course on Friday
morning and went on a three-
hour long drive on the busy
roads of Coimbatore city: Later
in the evening, at an interactive
session on mass urban trans-
port system, he had a rough
sketch of a proposed set of met-
ro rail routes in the city. A map
of the city and a rough under-
standing of the dynamics of its
traffic flow and nature was all
that it took for the metro man

to prepare a sketch of a possible.

metrorail system for the city He
spoke to TOI on the sidelines of
the event:

@ Is an urban mass transit system
feasible for Coimbatore?

Yes, the city urgently needs to
develop a proposal for such a

Coimbatore is a well-
planned city and itis

 also surprisingly clean when‘ |

compared to other cities i in
the country. [ just went
‘through some of the main routes
in the city like Avinashi Road,

Trichy Road, Mettupalayam Road
and Sathy Road

project. It is already late and it
should be done at the earliest.

@ Should it be a metro or a

mono rail?

There is no doubt that the city
requires a metro rail system and
not a mono rail. The project
should be designed for at least the
next 50 years in mind and so
definitely it should be a metro for

a city like Coimbatore.

@ Has any one from the city
municipal corporation or state
government approached you or
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
seeking assistance for executing
metro or mono rail work in
Coimbatore?

So far nobody has approached us
through the official channels.

-------------------------------------------

@ How do you find Coimbatore city
and its infrastructure?

Coimbatore is a well-planned city
and it is also surprisingly clean
when compared to other cities in
the country. [ just went through
some of the main routes in the
city like Avinashi Road, Trichy
Road, Mettupalayam Road and
Sathy Road.

# Can these roads accommodate a
major project like the metro rail?
Yes, actually all of them are fine
except Sathy Road, which will
have to be widened a bit for the
project.

@ Have you been in Coimbatore
city before?

Actually, I have passed through
Coimbatore on some occasion in
the past on my way to visit rela-
tives. But this is the first time I
have travelled in the city concen-
trating on its streets and traffic,

..................................................



Man Behind Delhi Metro Says Coimbatore Must Plan For A Metro Now

City fathers get a wake

up call from Sreedharan
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o THE CITY NEEDS AN EFFECTIVE MASS RAPID TRANSIT
SYSTEM AND THE MOST SUITABLE ONE SHOULD BE
IMPLEMENTED WITHOUT ANY DELAY

Gandhipuram —

P R Natarajan | MP

» Modium category metro (42 te
A8, 000 Peak Direction Traffic)

» Gandhipuram should be the
mobility hub (presence of bus
torminus)

» Al elevated corridors except for
the Central Business District near
the rallway In, and Town Hall
whore it will go underground

» First phase o be taken up for
ADOUL 20 2o 25

» Total number of stations will be
around 26 X : o

» Expected projoct expense for a
single phase *12,.000 crare
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» Trichy Road

» Sathyamangalam Road (needs to
be widenecd)
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